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A SERMON, &c. 


O. 


2 KINGS, v. 12. 


Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damaſcus, better than 


all the waters of Ifracl ? may I not waſh in them and be 
clean? So he turned and went away in a rage. 


TJ HESE words are part of a converſation which paſſed be- 

tween Naaman, a general of the king of Alyria's army, 
and Eliſba the ſon of Shaphat, the dilciple and ſucceſſor of 
Elijab in the prophetic miniſtry, There is lomething fo 
intereſting in the whole ſtory, and the uſes that may be 
drawn from it, that I cannot, I think, better employ the 
preſent occaſion than in laying both the one and the 
other. before you ; though, it is probable, there are none 
of you ſo ignorant of the Bible, as not to be acquainted 
with moſt of the hiſtorical circumſtances already. 

You will recolle&t, however, that the ſtory . by 
preſenting you with the character of Naaman, as a man of 
valour, who by the providence of God had given repeated 
luſtre to the arms of his nation, and that the king, who 


had placed his chief glory in conqueſt, was, on this ac 


count, wont to ſhew him tlie moſt ſignal marks of his favor 


and regard, Theſe, to a merely natural man, were-great 


things, and were, no doubt, often noticed at court with an 
envious eye. But if Naaman was happy in theſe reſpects, 
he was unhappy enough in ſome others, Seized with the 
abhorred diſcaſe of leroy. he was no longer in a condi- 


tion to continue his poſt, the great ſource ot his exaltation, 


and of all that glaring and honourable diſtin&tion which 
he had obtained in the eyes of his prince. 

As Naaman was (peaking of this one day, in the hear- 
jug of a little Hebrew maid who waited vi his wife, de- 


ploring | 


t 
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ploring his ſad ſtate and condition, he ſo moved her with 
ſympathy and compaſſion towards him, as led her thus to 
exclaim : Would God my Lord were with the Prophet that is 
in Samaria! for he would faon recyver him of bis leproſy. 
News of what this //razltih young girl had ſaid being 
brought to Naaman, he inſtantly aroſe and went to the 
king his maſter to inform him of it, and to aſk leave to 

o to Samaria to ſee the prophet Eliſha: Upon which the 
bing not only — that he ſhou!d go, but wrote a 
letter of recommendation by him to the king of 1/racha 
The king of 1/rael on the receipt of this letter, ſuſpect- 
ing it to be a deſign to quarrel with him, rent his cloaths 
and faid, Am I a God, to kill and make alive, that this man 
doth ſend unto me to recover a man 4 his leproſy ® Wherefore 
conſider, I pray you, and ſee how he ſecketh a quarrel againſt 


me. But Eliſha, who lived no great way off, being in- 


formed of what had happened, ſent immediately to the 
king, deſiring that he would ſuffer the man to come unto 
him, and that he ſhould know that there was a Prophet in 
tfrael. The king referring Naaman to the prophet, he ſets 
out and preſently arrives, with all his ſtately equipage, at 
Eliſha's door; on which the prophet, without any ceremo- 
ny, lends his ſervant out to inform him that he muſt go 
and waſh himſelf ſeven times in the river 2 and 
that his fleſh ſhould come again, like the fleſh of a litile child. 
The proud Syrian thinking himfelf ſlighted both by 


the king and the prophet, and now at laſt to be put off 


with ſo trifling a preſcription, began to be very angry, ut- 
tering his diſſatisfaction and diſappointment, till he was 
as diſordered in his mind as he was in body. Behold, 
ſays he, I thought he-would ſurely have come out to me, and 


ftand, and call on the name of the Lord his God, and ſirite his 


hand over the place, and recover the leper. And as if this 
were not enough, he aſks, with an air of indignation and 
icorn : Are nat Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damaſcus, bet- 
ter than all the waters of Iſrael ? may I not waſh in them and be 
elan! So, ſays the text, he turned and went away in a rage. 

| B 2 But 


But as he was going away, one of his fervants came 
near and faid, My Father, if the prophet had bid thee do ſome 
great thing, wonlaſi thou not have done it? ho much rather, 
then, when he only ſaith to thee, Waſh and be clean ? Yield- 
ing to the ſolidity and force of this argument the Syrian 
went down to the Jordan, where dipping himſelf ſeven 
ti mes, according to the ſaying of the man of God, his fleſh 
_ again like unte the fleſh of a little child, and he was 
clean, 


Impreſſed with a grateful ſenſe of his recovery, and diſ- 


cerning that a method of cure ſo diſproportionate to his + 


diſeaſe, could never have taken effect, if a divine power 
had not operated in it, Naaman returns to make his ac- 


knowledgments both to God and the prophet; and con- 


cluding, as none of his own country gods had been able 
to do any thing for him, that the God of Iſrael, who had 


given him ſuch a wonderful inſtance of his power, was not 
only a true God; but that he was God alone, which he | 
expreſſes by ſaying that there was no Cod in all the earth, but 
in Ifrael. Now therefore, J pray thee, continues he to the 


prophet, take a bleſſing of thy ſervant, preſſing him to re- 


ceive money and ſuch other like gifts as were uſually gi- 


ven in thoſe days, But the prophet, who, perhaps, upon 


another occaſion would have received the preſents, inten- 
ding in this inſtance to ſhew Naaman that the exercile | 


of his profeſſion ſet men above all pecuniary rewards, 
and that the benevolence- and mercy of the true God F 
extended to all mankind, would by no means accept any 
thing from him. The Syrian urged him a ſecond time, 
but the prophet perſiſted in his refuſal ; and to prevent 
any further importunity on this head adds: As the Lord | 


liveth before whom I land, 1 will receive none. 

Naaman's mind thus further enlightened, makes not 
only a declaration of his faith in the true God, but revolts 
Jo againſt the errors and abſurd ſuperſtitions of his own 


xeligion, as to repent having ever been led away by 3 
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For this thing, faith he, the Lord pardin thy ſervant: for 
that when my maſter hath gone into the houſe of Rimmon 10 
worſhip there, and he hath leaned upon my hand, that I alſo 
have bowed myſelf in the houſe of Rimmon ; for ſuch my ba- 
wing worſhipped in the houſe of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy 
ſervant. And becauſe he would thew that his faith and 
repentance were well grounded, he aſſures the prophet 
that he would offer neither burnt-offering, nor ſacrifice 
unto other gods, but that from hence-forward he would 
only worſhip the God of Iſrael: Upon which, the man of 
Gad expreſſed his pleaſure, by bidding the Syrian to gs 
in peace. 

Bu Gehazi, Eliſha's ſervant, aſtoniſhed at his maſter's 
diſintereſtedneſs, in refuſing Naaman's preſents, reſolved 
within himſelf that he would have a graſp at them, and 
take his leave of the Syrian in a quite diſterent manners 
As ſoon, therefore, as his maſter had diſmiſſed Naaman, 
and that he was got a convenient diſtance from the houſe, 
Gehazi, unknown to any body, as he thought, ſets out 
and ſoon came up to the Syrian. Naaman looking back 
and perceiving that he was running after — made a 
full ſtop. and out of reſpect to his maſter alighted from 
his chariot to know his bulinels; when Gebazi, forging a 
meſſage in the prophet's name, procured from Naamar 


both cloaths and money to a very large amount. Ady maſs 
ter, ſays he, hath ſent me to acquaint yon that there are two 
F young men, ſons of the Prophets, juſt now come to his houſe from 

4 mount Ephraim, and begs, therefore, that you will ſend him a ta- 
ent of ſitver and two changes of garments for them. The noble 


Syrian, glad of an opportunity of obliging the prophet, 
preſſed him to take tus talents of ſilver, with the garments, 
and ſent two of his own ſervants to carry them for him, 
whom Gehazi, for fear of being diſcovered, diſmiſſed before 
he had come quite up to his maſter's houſe, But the all- 
ſeeing Spirit of God revealing to the prophet where Gebazz 
had been, and all that had been done, he reſerved himſelf 
till the wretch came in, when with divine abhorrence of 
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his conduct, he aſks, Mhence comeſt thou, Gebaxi ? to which 
Gehaxi replied, Thy ſervant went no whither. But Eliſha ſaid, 
ent not my heart with thee, when the man turned again from 
his chariot to meet thee ® So then, Gehazi, you intend to buy 
olive- yards, and wineyards, and ſheep and oxen; to get you 
5 — and maid. ſervants, and to pride yourſelf in 
thoſe garments and money, which by your falſhood and 
contempt of the divine juſtice and omniſcience of God, 
you have procured of Naaman to-day ? The leproſy therefore 
of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy ſeed for ever. 
And he went out, the ſacred hiſtorian tells you, from the 
preſence of his maſter, a leper as white as ſnow. 

Having thus {een the events that gave riſe to this paſlage, 
we will now, if you pleaſe, return and make a few ſhort 
reflections upon them, and turn them, it we can, to a uſe- 
ful and practical account. 

And Firſt, In the Leproſy of Naaman and the deplorable 
ſtate he was in till cured, we ſee a type and figure of a /e- 
profy of another nature, I mean that of Sin, that noxious | 
and peſtilential diſeaſe of the ſoul, that has paſſed by a de- 
tection of nature from the firſt man to all his poſterity, and 
that has ſubjected us not only to ſpots and blemiſhes like | 
a leper ; but by the very condition of our birth to become | 
diſtempered and unclean, What age, what ſex or conſti- 
tution ; what order, what rank or condition of life, how- 
ever great or ſplendid, will you find, or has ever been 
found, exempt from this contagion ? Hath it not, like a 
direful leproſy or peſtilence ſpread itſelf, and over-· run the 
whole Earth, the rich and the learned, as well as the poor 
and the fooliſh, and ſo deſtroyed the luſtre of our creation 
and defeated the ends of the Divine Providence concern- 

ing us, as to have induced God to ſay, It doth repent me 
that I have made man upon the earth? / 

But we are lepers, in the ſenſe I am now ſpeaking of, 
not only by an original taint and corruption of nature ; 
but as, likewiſe, being defiled and poiſoned by actual fins F 

aud tranſgreſſions; by having willully corrupted * 8 4 
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faced the moral image of our Maker, and by our having, 
inſtead of righteouſneſs and true holineſs, in which, as 
St. Paul informs us, that image at firſt conſiſted, given our- 
ſelves up to every ſpecies of evil, The very earth, the 
Prophet 1/atah tells us, is defiled or infected under the inba- 
bitants thereof.“ And evil men and ſeducers, as the Apoſtle 
well foreſaw, wax worſe and worſe F Venality ſkulks no 
longer in the dark, but ſnatches the bribe in public ; and 
prollitution iſſues forth without ſhame, glittering with the 
ornaments of ſucceſsful wickedneſs. Rapine preys on 
the public without oppolition, and perjury betrays it with- 
out enquiry. Irreligion is not only avowed but boaſted ; 
and the peſtilence that uſed to walk in darkneſs, is now 
deſtroying at noon- day. 

Nor is even this the whole of our caſe. The leproſy of fin 
is an internal, as well as an external pollution. It ſpreads 
itſelf all over the ſoul with its affections, as well as the body 
with its actions, and has produced ſuch effects, both on the 
heart and imagination of Man, as to render our nature al- 
together monſtrous, Is it not from within, out of the ver 
hearts of men, as our Saviour himſelf affures us, that Satan 
produces evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 
thefts, covet ouſneſs, wickedneſs, deceit, laſetviouſneſs, an evil cye, 
blaſphemy, pride, fooliſhneſs, with every thing elſe that 
defile and corrupt a man ? 5 

How many of you, who now hear me, have not only this 
malignant diſtemper in the tin of your fleſh, as it were, like 
the plague of leproſy ; but are rendered ſo ugly and deformed 
by its inward workings, ſome times, as to be infinitely more 
wretched in yourſelves, and ſhocking to the eyes of your 
enlightened neighbours, than ever leper literallggwas by the 
outward ſcurf or appearance of his body. even wait 
not, ſome of you, till the Devil tempt you, but ſeem as if 
you wiſhed to be before-hand with him in every pollution 
of the fleſh and of the ſpirit. You work yourſelves up, by 


means 


' #Ifa, xxiv. 5. $ Mark vii, 21, &. 
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means of a tainted imagination, and a horrid anticipation of 

your ſenſual pleaſures, till, as I have already ſaid, you are as 
full of ſpots and blemiſhes as a leper ; and ſo inſectious too, 
that God commands his people to came out from among you 
and be ſeparate, For as a leprous man under the Law defiled 
houſes, veſſels, garments, or whatſoever elſe he came into 
contact with, ſo auto you that are defiled and unbelitving, as 
the apoſtle ſpeaks, is nothing pure; bat even your under- 
landing and conſcience are defiled, In ſhort, fo deep has the 
contagion of this ſpiritual leproſy penetrated into the moral 
conſtitution or inmoſt receſſes of our nature, that like the 
adultreſs in the book of Proverbs, it may be ſaid to hunt for 
the precious life ; and has, by diſordering the paſſions, de- 
praving the will, and cauſing men to rebel againſt the Al- 
mighty, worked alrcady the certain deſtruction and death of 
inhnite millions. , | 

Secondly, But we ſee in Naaman, not only a type and 
figure of our diſeaſe, as fallen and corrupt creatures; but. 
allo, what ſhould be cur conduct and great concern under 
it, He no ſooner perceived that he was infected and had a 
hateful and fou! leproſy upon him, than he began to be very 
uneaſy, to bewail his ſad ſtate and condition, and to ſhew 
bimſelf ſolicitous how he ſhould be recovered from his 
diſeaſe. 

Now this is exactly what the example of Naaman and the 
ſcriptures, in general, urge upon you. Thele, at leaſt, are 
ſome of the very firſt ſteps that are to be taken, if you would 
effectually get rid of your leproſy ; a leproſy, by ſo much 
the greater and more to be deplored, by how much the more 
it extends 6 and the ſoul, the part it principaliy affects, 
is more noh and precious than the body. As Elifha, there- 


fore, bid Naaman waſh and be clean; fo, in like manner, we 


ſay unto you, repent, believe, and be forgiven. 

I addreſs myſelſ firſt of all to you, with whom, as yet, no 
arguments have been found of force ſufficient to deter you; 
you, who though moſt in danger, can leaſt of all be im- 

| preſſed 
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preſſed with any ſentiments of fear or concern for your ſafe- 
ty; you, who rather than give up your ſenſuality, your 
drunkenneſs, intemperance, and other ſcandalous vices, have 
taken your leave, as it were, of modeſty, chaſtity, and of all 
good conſcience, and even ſeem fatally determined to evil, 
by the violence of your unruly and headſtrong paſſions; to 
you, I ſay, blind and impenitent men, I firſt of all addreſs 
myſelf. - | 
Fooliſh and unadviſed mortals! what will you do when 
your ſenſual and deladed appetites can be fed no longer? 
when that God, who is not far from every one of us,* and to 
whom every degree of uncleanneſs is infinitely odious, 
ſhall reckon with you for thus abandoning yourſelves to 
fin and Satan, and for doing ſuch diſhonour to Chriſtianity, 
to eſtabliſh which coſt the Son of God his precious blood-? 
Your fins have already made ſome of you the prey of both 
natural and moral evils; brought upon you outwardly, pains. 
poverty, and certain other judgments ; and have ſtill more 


dreadfully invaded and diſeaſed your fouls... Ah J. I. repeat 
it again, fooliſh and unadviſed men ! what will you do when 


your diſeaſe, your ſad diſeaſe, proves mortal ? when it has 
introduced a more fearful deſtruction than that of the body? 
when the worm and the fire, of which our Saviour ſpeaks, 
have begun to prey upon you ? and you have nothing but a 
ſad, a dread eternity to look to ? 

If in this world we find that God ſo inxiolably regards his 
Laws as to puniſh the breach of them by the deitiuCtion ef 
almoſt the whole race of mankind at once, as we have ſeen 
in the Deluge, by ſcattering the fire ol Heaven cver the many 
thouſands of Sodom and Gomorrah ; by drowning the king 
and army of Egypt in the Red Sea; in the deſtruction of fix 
hundred thouſand Iſraclites in the. Deſert; in opening the 
earth under Corah and Datban; in reducing to aſhes the 
faction of Abiron, and in ſtriking ſeventy thouſand men 
with the peſtilence ſor the fin of David, of how much ſorer 


puniſhes 
Adds xvii. 27. | 
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fpuniſoment, think ye, will they be counted worthy, who trample 
under foot, as it were, the Son of Cod, and whole chaſtiſe- 
ment is poſtponed to a future world * 
Sinners! your condition is ſad beyond any deſcription ] you 
are, as I have ſaid, by an original taint and corruption of na- 
ture, infected by a horrid leproſy ; a leproſy or diſeaſe that is 
the cauſe of all other diſeaſes, and, like that of Naaman too, 
can never be cured by any human or natural means whatever; 
' bur, unhappy men |! inſtead of flying to the mercy of that 
' *God, who alone can provide you with that which is ſpiritual | 
and ſupernatural, you have by your fins, or, to continue the 
' - metaphor, by increafting your diſeaſe, rendered your caſe 
more and more deſperate, What now remains, therefore, 
dut that 7% Chri/?, the High Prieft of our profeſſion, like 
the 0 wt _ the Law, . — Holy 
and Unholy, between Clean and Unclean, and ſeparate the 
infected from Heaven and its glorious inhabitants for ever, 
as he did from the Temple and the fellowſhip of thoſe who 
worſhipped therein, and make you to feel, at once, the pro- 
per weight of puniſhment due to your offences. Nothing, aſ- 
ſure yourſelves, but a thorough fight and ſenſe of the dread- 
ful ſtate to which, by finning, you are now reduced, and 
an Intereſt in the great Atonement, can move God to pre- 
| vent this, or make him propitious to you. 
| If ever, then, you mean f: riouſly to look out for a cure, let 
' It be ſpeedily- A hart e longer, and, perhaps, all en- 
deavours of amendment will de in vain, You will be carried 
on, by little and little, til, (if ſome of you are not ſo alrea- 
dy) you are foft feel g, and got beyond all recovery and 
'' hope.F We echo you., therefore, before your diſeaſe gains | 
' any deeper malighity ; before the beneſits of your Saviour's 
peſſion are for ever removed from you; yea, and before we 
ate obliged to turn you over to the divine Juſſice, to bethink 
| you of your ſad ſtate, if fo be that you have at any time had 
any notion of it, and to look out for ſome ſufficient remedy } 
ere 


See Heb, x. 29, + See Ephes. iv. 19, 


ere the things that make for your peace be for ever hid from'your 
eyes. Turn ye, as the Prophet ſays, to the Lord your God, 
with faſling, weeping, and mourning; throw open ſinners, 
your wounds and make known your caſe to your Saviour, 
that bleſſed Saviour who has already borne a part in your 
unhappineſs, by dying, the juſt, for you, the unjuſt ; if God 
peradventure will give you repentance, to the acknowledgment of 
the truth, and power whereby you may recover yourſelves out of 
the ſnare of the Devil, who are taken captive by him at his 
ill. 

Thirdly, If by any thing J have ſaid I have convinced you 
that you are mortally diſeaſed, that you have the ſymp- 
toms of a poiſonous and dire leproſy upon you; a leproſy 
whoſe natural, neceſſary, and unavoidable conſequence is 
death, miſery, and everlaſting ruin ; and that you ought, 
therefore, without delay, to look out for a Saviour, a Phyſi- 
cian, and a Cure, the next thing on which our reflections 
ſhould turn is the diſpoſition of mind which the Goſpel and 
your duty requires of you in order to be ſaved. 

Ye have heard how that Naaman, through the folly and 
madneſs of pride, and an unmortified heart under his mor- 
tifying and loathſome diſeaſe, had like, after all the pzins and 
labour he had taken, to have prevented himſe!t and gone 
away, at laſt, without having obtained a cure: that 
inſtead of betaking himſelf as a perſon in affli tion ſhould: 
do, to poſtures of humility and making himſelf inferior to the 


4 perſon to whom he applied for relief, he looked, (poor vain 
5 creature) that the Prophet ſhould receive him with the inſi- 


pid complaiſance of a dependant, and recover him of his le- 
proſy with a great deal of pomp and parade. I thought, ſays 
he, he will ſurely come out to me, and ſland, and call on the name 
of the Lord his God, and ftrike his hand over the place and reco- 
ver the leper. And becauſe the thing is not done juſt thus, 
and the punctilios of ceremony and honour obſerved 
on his arrival at the Prophet's door, he lets looſe a 


torrent 
*2 Tim. ii. 25. 


torrent of invectives, and looks down with contempt on the 
- preſcription itſelf, - Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of 
Damaſcus, ſays he, better than all the waters of Iſrael ? may 
I not waſh in them, and be clean? So he turned and went 
Bi away in à rage. 
lj Let us not lightly, my brethren, paſs over this place, 
for, if I am not greatly miſtaken, it will be found that we 
have here but the too prevailing weakneſs of human nature, 
and that the conduct of Naaman to Eliſha, in this particular, 
is acted and repeated amongſt us every day. Nay, perhaps 
I may be able to prove to you, that you yourſelves, who now 
hear me, are among thoſe who do this ; that is, who, inſtead 
of knowing, feeling and acknowledging your ſad ſtate by 
nature and practice, are nouriſhing yourſelves in ſelf-love, 
ſelf-ſeeking, and ſelf-eſteem, —Dazzled with the luſtre of 
your ſtation, or raiſed to a wealthy and proſperous condition 
in the world, do you not come here, ſome of you, more to 
' ſhew yourſelves, to gratify your ambition, and to ſeek the ho- 
'' mour that cometh of man, than to be informed of the nature 
' and conſequence of your diſeaſe or what you are to do to be 
' - Cleanſed and ſaved? And as if you had a power, poor blind 
and leprous mortals, of pronouncing, at firſt ſight, on the 
myſteries of God, and of judging of them with the quick- 
' neſs, clearneſs, and indabitable certainty with which infor- 
mation is conveyed to the external ſenſes, you ſtumble and 
| are offended if any thing is named in religion that does not, 
at once, meet your ideas; or, in other words, come under 
the feeble comprehenſion of your reaſon and carnal mind, 
But what pride | what folly! what madneſs is this! 
What! you! who dwell in houſes of clay, whoſe foundation is 
in the duſt, you who can boaſt nothing higher than an 
_ earthly and polluted birth; you who are covered with ſtains | 
of guilt and moral depravity; and who on account of your 
leproſy, ought to feel nothing but a total ſelf- loathing and 
' diſguſt, be ſo baughty and preſumptuous as to proclaim 
, yourſelves ſuperior perſonages | and come here too, . 
view 


viewed and admired, as if it was on your account, or to ad- 
mire and give homage to you, that this ſacred and religious 
aſſembly was called! What! you ! whoſe origin is but of 
eſterday ; who, as touching the ways and ability of God, 
— but, as it were, a ray of intelligence; you, who have 
trampled for whole years together on the long- ſuffering, the 
patience, and the mercy of God | you who preſent unclean 
ſouls and bodies in the houſe of the Lord to be cleanſed, and 
who, unleſs it were to cry, unclean, unclean, ſhould, as /epers, 
cover your lips, dare to ſpeak out, and pretend, I ſhould ra- 
ther have ſaid, preſume, to ſet your wi/dom and counſel againſt 
the Lord.“ Permit me to tell you, from God, that there 7s 
wrath upon you, and that your heart is lifted up to your de- 
ruction; for every one that is proud in heart, is an abomina= 
tion to the Lord, and though hand ſhould join in hand he Hall 
not be unpuniched, F O conſider that day when the divine 
Juſtice ſhall level all worldly diſtinctions; when men ſhall no 
Jonger be puffed up, and when even the very greateſt of men, 
if they have been wicked, ſhall be forced to cry out; Mat 
hath pride profited us ? or what hath riches with our vauntin 
brought us? All theſe things are paſſed away as a shadow, po, 
as a poſt that haſteth by. God himſelf, by the Prophet Iſai- 
ph, declares that the lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and 
be haughtineſs of men shall be bowed dou n, and that the Lord 
plone Shall be exalted in that day; for the day of the Lord of 
H /t shall be upon every one that is proud and lofty, and upon 
very one that is lifted up; and he shall be brought lou. Nay, 
e Scriptures will tell you that God has already shewed 
Irength with his arm, that he hath ſcattered the proud in the 
agination of their hearts; that he hath put down the mighty 
om their ſeats, and has exalted the humble and the meek. & 
s pride then was not made for men, nor furious anger for 
bem that are born of woman, we exhort you, we intreat you; 
d we do this for God's ſake, and for you ſoul's ſake, that 
du no longer imitate Naaman in theſe pernicious reſpects. 


Prov. xxi. 30. + Prov. xvi, 5 4 Wiſ. v. 7—& 
Ia. ii. 11, S Luke. i. 51. 
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And from his deſpiſing too, at firſt, the very thing which 
he afterwards found fo efficacious, you muſt learn, never to 
think little of the means which God has ſeen fit to preſcribe 
for your cure, be they never, ſo common or ſimple. Re- 
member that though with men it is impoſſible, the God 
whom we preach can act with, or without means; that the 


foalishneſs of God is wiſer than men; and the weakneſs of Gd 


ftronger than men.“ Caſt down, therefore, as St. Paul di- 
rects, imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itſelf 
againſi the knowledge of God, and bring into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Chrifl + If any man among | you 


ſeemeth to be wiſe in this world, let him become a fool, that he 


may be wiſe ; that is, let him in things of religion, lay afide 
bis worldly and vain wiſdom, that by this, and a proper 
humiliation of ſoul before God, he may make himſelf oapa- 
le of that pure and heavenly wiſdom that is from abovel 
'or them that are meek will God guide in judgment ; and fuch 
as are gentle, them will he learn his way. 
Fourthly. Naaman being healed, haſtens to expreſs his 
ratitude to the Prophet who was mage the inſtrument of 
this bleſſing to him; renounces the Gentile Temples and Idols, 


end promiſes that he will never again ſacrifice to any other 


than the God cf Jrael, whom, by this tranſaCtion, he had 
diſcovered to be the one living and true God. 

Here, my brethren, the example of Naaman, while it does 
both him and religion credit, will, I fear, like his former, 
but expoſe and-condetnn our behaviour. And if the matter 
of which I am now going to complain were confined to 
thoſe amongſt us who are mere men of the world ; that is, 
to careleſs and prophane ſinnets, the evil were not fo alar- 
ming. Have we not here, as well as in ſome other places, 
which I could mention, perſons who make a particular pro- 
feſſion of religion, of having been enlightened, healed, and 
ſaved; and who we obſerve, | value yourſelves too, on your 
parts and abilities, your influence and fortunes, but who, 
when the Preachers ficlt ſaw you, and brought you ** 

the 


1 Cor. i. 25. 1 2 Cor. x. 5. $Pſal, xxv, 9. 
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the foſtering wing of the Goſpel, ſtood in need of the very 
fixſt principles of grace and of religious inſtructions. i 
| not, ſome of you, of friends and connections. But what 
— returns have you made them whom Heaven has employed 
d as the inſtruments of all this good to you? Ah! my 
be brethren, you may well drop your heads and be aſham- 
od ed while I am about to relate it. Have you not, in- 
li- ſtead of expreſſing your gratitude, or even ſhewing any in- 
lf dlination to imitate the reſpectful behaviour of Naaman to 
ry the Prophet, ſuffered yourſelves, many of you, to be tempt- 
a ed againſt them, to conſtrue their beſt meant words and ac- 
he tions into evil, and to miſrepreſent them to an evil and a- 
de dulterous generation, the enemies of God and of all religion? 
der WM Now as the apoſtle ſays to the Corinthians, ye are full, now: 
ba- ye are rich, ye have reigned as Kings without us; that is, ye 
are *©* puffed up, and grown inſolent and domineering, in. 
your ſeveral; parties and diviſions.“ x And what aggravates. 
your fin and ingratitude is this, that if the Preachers have. 
made themſelves a prey, it was in attempting finally. to be- 
nefit and ſerve you. Fer whetber we be beſide ourſelves, it is 
to God : or whether we be ſober, it is for your cauſe or ſakes. + 
But you have not only been ungrateful to your. 
Preachers, God himſelf has become your benefactor, and 
is ill, ſerved by you. Jhat, ſays he, could have been 
done more to my vineyard, that I have not done in 
it? And be may well aſk this, ſince, not only whats. 
ever gifts, or graces you may have received, but your 
very being, as well as your well-being in the world is ow=-.. 
ing to him and depends upon him. But, like the lepers of 
whom we read in St. Luke's Goſpel, how few have returned 
to him, either in a way of duty, or gratitude for his favours? 
Nay, who like Ons hath altogether reſolved againſt! 
3” the 
* The righteous, as Dr. Hoax xs obſerves, may be afflicted, like 
David, and like a greater than David; and their oppreſſors may 
for a time be triumphant ; but in the end, the former will be de- 


livered and exalted ; and the latter will either ceaſe to be remem- 
bered, or they will be remembered with infamy, 1 Cor. iv. 8. 


1 2 Cor. v. 13. 
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(1) 
the 72s, or the Idol Temples in which, as a Gentile, he 
formerly worſhipped? Are there not many of you, as the 
Prophet Ezekiel ſays, eftranged from God, even unto this day, 
through your Idols? Have you not ſet them up in your ve- 
7 hearts ? even your /ilver and gold which cannot fave you; 

ſay which cannot ſave you. For where are your 1dols, 
thoſe Gods in whom you do put your truſt? Let them, as 
the true God himſelf propoſes, riſe up and help you and 
protect you, that we may ſee that they are gods,* Ah! 
my brethren, you are but upon ill terms with the Almighty. 
Your ſzul which is lifted up, is not upgight in you. I muſt 
tell you, therefore, in the face of this congregation and in 


the audience of our God, that if you die as you are, you had 
need to tremble for the event, O] conſider then, and for 


God's ſake, and your ſoul's ſake, be moved and alarmed 


at your danger. See not only the ingratitude ; but the un- 
reaſonableneſs, and injuſtice of your conduct. Conſider in 
how hideous and ei x a light it muft appear unto him 
that made you, and in how many ways you have laid your- 
ſelves open to his juſt hate and indignation, 

Fifthiy. It would now be of importance to enquire, if 


Eliſha was ſo famous in curing /eprofies, why it was that 


others were not reſtored by him? For St. Luke expreſsly 
declares that there were many l/epers in Iſrael in the days of 


this prophet ; but that none of them were cleanſed, ſave 


Naaman the Syrian. But it would perhaps, be deemed 
unreaſonable, after having been ſo copious already, to 
ſtop to develop this article now. 1 ſhall only, therefore, 
obſerve here, that this was not owing to, apy want of zeal, 
or concern for them in the Prophet; much leſs to any 
failure in the word, or promiſes of the Almighty ; t but to 
their having withſtood all the methods of both God and 
his ſervants to recover and ſave them, and having per- 
mitted infidelity and impiety, which is its natural conſe- 
quence, to enter in, and almoſt univerſally to prevail 


amongſt them. For the Prophets had all along, not ny 
| ore- 


Deut. xxxii. 37-38. Luke iv. 27. I See Ezek, xxxvi. 25-27. 
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foretold but even threatened, that if they ſlighted or neg- 
lected the ways of the Lord, that the Gentiles, who were 
ſtrangers, Heathens, and afar off, ſhould come from the 
Eaft, and from the Vie, and from the North, and from 
the South, and embracing the truth, ſhould fit down with 
Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of God, 
whilſt they, the natural heirs and children of the king- 
dom, ſhould, through their obſtinacy and diſobedience, 
be caſt out.“ So that the Jer not having been healed, 
is to be conſidered as part of the divine vengeance de- 
nounced againſt their fins, both before, and in the time 
of our Saviour, | 
But what is there in the conduct of the Jews, or in- 
deed in all antiquity, that can be compared to the ſtupi- 
dity and folly, in this reſpect, of our own day and na- 
tion? Surely the Lord hath done that to this nation, 
both in a way of jnformation and mercy, which he bas 
not done to any other under the whole heavens. How 
truly, my brethren, may it be ſaid that your teachers have 
not been removed into a corner. So far have you been from 
the famine of the word of the Lord, threatened by the Prophet 
Amos, f that your cyes may be ſaid to have ſeen your 
teachers zt while God himſelf has been ready to pour water 
upon him that is thirſly, and floods upon the dry ground, But 
who hath believed our report ? or to whom is the arm of the 
Lord revealed? Are there not many lepers flill in Iſrael © 
Do they not ſurround us every where in hundreds and 
thouſands? But how few do you know, or have you ever 
known, in any concern about their ſafety and ſalvation 2 
How few, even of you who know us, and know that God 
has, and does cure ſpiritual leproſy by our means, have 
yet been recovered from your own, or indeed have, 
comparatively, received any good by our means ; While 
ſtrangers, perſons, as we have ſaid, from the Eaſt, and 
from the Mei, and from the North, and from the South, 
have come up hither and been healed. 
C 3 But 
See Matt. viii, 11—12. and Luke xiii, and 29. + Amos viii. 11. 
4 Iſa. xxx, 20, and xliy. 3, j 
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But you have not your religion, you ſay, yet to ſeek, 
you are of the eſtabliſhed faith or religion of the Nation; 
| and think too, perhaps, like the fooliſh Fews of our Lord's 
day, that you are in covenant with God through the 
= Faith of your anceſtors. Ve, ſaid they, are Abraham's 
= feed, we bave Abraham to our Father. But, neighbours, 
your being of this religion, or the other; or your being 
of wiſe and godly parents, will ſtand you in no ſtead, ex- 
cept you yourſelves be ſo alſo, for the mouth of the Lord 
hath ſpoken it. /f, ſays he, I ſend a peſiilence into that 
Land, and pour out my fury upon it in blood, to cut off from it 
Man and Beaſt ;, though Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, as 
T live, faith the Lord God, they ſhall deliver neither ſon nor 
daughter; they ſhall but deu ver their own _ by their righte- 
oufſneſs.* But God, you ſay, is merciful, and you have 
read and are acquainted with his promiſes. That God is 
merciful and gracious we know, or where had the beſt of 
us been ere this? But the ſame place that tells you that 
God is merciful, will tell you alſo, that he will in no wiſe 
clear the guitty.F And as to your being acquainted with 
his promiſes, we have nothing more to ſay, than that the 
Tfraelites, whom I have already named to you, were ſo too, 
and had many great and ſignal marks of the divine mercy 
and favour ; but were they not after all this d ed, of the 
deftroyer t Therefore hearken unto me, ye men of underftand- 
ing: Far be it from God, that he ſhould do wickedneſs ; and 
from the Almighty, that he ſhould commit iniquity. For the 
work of a man ſhall he render unto him, and cauſe every man ta 
find according to his ways.F Behold now, then is the accepted 
time, behold now is the day of ſalvation. Look to God, there- 
fore, by faith, by prayer, and by ſincere repentance ; and 
do this with an eye to the atonement of Chriſt, and with- 
© out delay, or thou art a dead man, thou art loft and un- 
© cone for ever. 

= Si xthih. On the little Hebrew maid, by whoſe report 
ol the prophet Eliſba, Naaman was adviſed to go to Sama- 
ria, and was brought to the knowledge and worſhip of the 
1 true 
1 | * Ezek. xiv. 19, 20. 

J Nahum, I. 3. 1 See Jude v. § Job axaive 10-11. 
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true God, I have two remarks to offer you, which, I think, 
ſhould not be loſt fight of on this ſubject. Aud, 

1/, I cannot, without equal wonder and delight, re- 
fleet on the unexpected train of occurrences which, by the 
peculiar providence of God, attended this girl's going to 
Ahria; tor ſhe was a poor captive brought away from the 
land of {fael, ſome little time before, by a body of Syrians, * 
who, it ſeems, had often gone out, and dividing themſelves 
into companies, had greatly annoyed and hatraſſed the peo- 

le of 1Fael.in this way. And how do we feel for her, poor 
fle tender and hapleſs maid; and for her friends, in be- 
ing thus bereaved of each other in a moment; and that 
too, in ſuch a way, as not to afford the remoteſt proſpect 
of being ever able to ſee one another any more, at leaſt in 
this life. On the other hand, with what indignation do we 
think of thoſe cruel and inhuman wretches who could thus 
wilfully and deliberately imbitter life to a whole family 
at once, and act a part ſo villainous and dark? But when 
this afflictive and myſterious ſcene of providence clears 
up, and we ſee that God who can make light to ſpring out 
of darkneſs, or, in other words, who knows how to draw 
good out of evil, and, in ſhort, who never ſuffers the one 
but with a view to the other; when, I ſay, we ſee this 
God making the fiercenels of theſe men to turn to his 
praiſe, and by means of this little Hebrew maid bringing 
a Miniſter of State, a King, a Court, and a whole Heather 
Nation to the knowledge of himſelf, as the one living and 
true God of the univerſe, we not only acquieſce in, but 
praiſe and adore that all- wiſe Providence, by which he death 
according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the in- 
bitants of the earth, Learn from hence, ye who know 
righteouſneſs, and who would approve yourſelves unto 
God, not to pronounce deciſively upon his providence or 
government of this lower world. There are particularly 
in the government of the rational part of the creation, 
ſeveral things which we take to be misfortunes, that are 
not ſo in reality, or, at leaſt, that are not ſo upon the 
whole; but ſpecial inſtruments, in the hands of the Su- 
preme 
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preme Diſpoſer of all events, of favor and of the moſt ſignal 
good, And even where the good of the whole requires 
that any individual perſon or perſons ſhould ſuffer, theſe 
very individual perſons may, in the main, find more ad- 
vantage in having, for a ſeaſon, been made to ſuffer, than 
they would have known in being entirely exempt from 
it. Thus much, at leaſt, we #now, with certainty, that al! 
things ſhall work together for good, to them that love God, to 
them that are called according to his purpoſe. The viſion, my 
brethren, is for an appointed time, but at the end it ſhall ſpeak, 
and not lie: though it ſhould tarry, wait for it, becauſe it will 
ſurely come, &c. 
24h. In this little Hebrew maid we ſee the great wiſ- 
dom of early inſtructing and accuſtoming children to the 
knowledge of both God and thoſe who preach his word ; 
eſpecially thoſe of his miniſters who ſet an example of 
piety and virtue before their eyes, and whoſe word or mi- 
niſtry is attended by the mighty power and ſpirit of God. 
If this had been a child from ſome of your families, 
Naaman might have ſunk under, or periſhed in his le- 
proſy; nay, and what would have been ſtill worſe, lived 
and died. without hope, and without God in the world, But 
it is not your children, but you, that are to be blamed 
for their ignorance : it is you whom the laws of God and 
nature have conſtituted their parents, their guardians, 
and tutors; but who, unhappy men, have never yet done 
your duty by them in this way. But, neighbours, the 
conſequence of your error, if it be not fo already, will 
ſoon come home to you. Your children, inſtead of 
eſteeming it their privilege and glory to be on the ſide of 
virtue and religion ; of a in, and embracing the 
goſpel of God our Saviour, and being found among thoſe 
whom God loves and declares ſhall be had in everlaſting re- 
membrance, will enliſt themſelves on the fide of infidelity 
and irreligion, and fall an eaſy prey to wretched and im- 
pious ſeducers. And if they fiually err or periſh, you 
will have to be accountable for their blood and death for 
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Seventhly. From the conduct of Gehazi we may learn 
the ſad effects of covetouſneſs, and of a worldly and cor- 
rupt heart. Far from imitating his maſter's noble diſin- 
tereſtedneſs in refuſing Naaman's preſents, his greedy and 
baſe ſoul would have money; and ſooner than fail in his 
corrupt and impious enterprize, he would venture on 
wilful and deliberate falſhood, on caſting an infamy and' 
reproach upon the Prophet and the true religion; and in 
ſhort, to act in dire& contempt of the Zu/tice, the a 
and the Omni ſcience of God! But tremble, ye worldly 
and ſelf- intereſted ſpirits for the event. He is ſmitten 
with the plague, the horrid plague of /eprofy ; and for a 
further aggravation of his miſery, the dread malady or 
9838 is to cleave unto him and unto his ſeed for ever. 

retched and unhappy man ! how much better had it 
been if he had never been born, or if he had periſhed by 
the hand that brought him into life! O! ye who get 
wealth by fraud and injuſtice, conſider this; conſider the 
nature, the degree, and the duration of his puniſhment [ 
He thought, poor ambitious ſinner, to have aggrandized 
himſelf, and to have had it in his power to entail great 
eſtates to his family after him ; but inſtead of theſe, he is 
marked, he is ſtigmatized, and made-infamous in himſelf, 
and by the juſt decree and revenge of heaven, entails mi- 
ſery and infamy upon his poſterity ! 

From hence you fee, brethren, that @ lying tongue it hut 
for a moment, and that the getting of treaſures by a hing 
tongue, is à vanity toſſed to and fro of them that ſeek death. * 
For though wickedneſs, as Fob ſays, be ſweet in a man's mouth, - 
though he hide it under his tongue ; though he ſpare it, and for- 
fake it not; but keep it ſtill within his mouth: Yet his meat in 
his bowels is turned, it is the gall of aſps or of adders, within 
him, He hath ſwallowed down riches, and he ſhall vomit them 
up again ; God ſhall caſt them out of his belly. Yea, when he 
is about to fill his belly, God ſhall caſt the fury of his wrath up- 
on him, and ſhall rain it upon him while he is eating. 


1 


* Prov, xii. 19. and xxi. 6, + See Job xx. 12, &c, 
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Tt ſhall go ill too, with him that is left in his tabernacle 3 
br how often, as we have ſeen in the caſe of Gebazi, doth 
the venom or poiſon of an evil act, extend itſelf from the 
firſt actor, or actors of it, to their poſterity in ſucceeding 
generations? Thus, for inſtance, the genealogy of Cain's 
deſcendants was preſerved to ſhew, as it would ſeem, the 
diſtinction which heaven was to make between his impi- 
us race, and that of Seth, his brother, from whom the 
atriarchs, and even the Meſſiah himſelf deſcended, 
Thus alſo did the iniquity of the houſe of Iſrael extend itſelf 
from Jeroboam's firſt ſetting up the idolatrous worſhip of 
the golden Calves, to the lat captivity of the Jews, in 
= the twenty-third year of Nebuchadnezzar's reign.“ And 
= our Saviour told the Fews of his time that upon them ſhould 
| come all the righteous blood ſhed upon the earth, from the blood 
of righteous Abel, unto the blood of Zacharias, ſon of Barachias, 
whom they flew between the temple and the altar. Verily I ſay 
unto you, continues he, all theſe things ſhall come upon this 
generation. It was ſo: And far from confining the pu- 
niſhment due to the crimes of that day, again, in the re- 
jection and murder of our Saviour, to the perſons. imme- 
diately-concerned in it, God has permitted it to diffuſe. 
itſelf, not only to the third and fourth generation of them that 
hate. him, as he threatened in the book of Exodus; but to 
their poſterity through all ſucceeding generations of 
them down to this very time. O! what a curſe it is to be 
born of wicked and ungodly parents! of perſons blinded 
and defi led by ſin, by a criminal ſelfiſhneſs and an idola- 
trous love of this world! eſpecially when ſuch children 
walk in the ways of their fathers; that is, after their 
hardneſs and impenitent heart, fox. they hereby inherit their 
fathers' lin and puniſhment ; yea, and treaſure up unto 
themſelves wrath againſt the day of wrath, and revelation of the. 
righteous judgment of God, who will render to every man ac- 
cording to his deeds, F Ceaſe therefore, O ye unrighteous, 
from your unrighteouſneſs, from your oppreſſion and vio- 
lence, from your deceit and fraud, and from every in- 
ſtance 
* Sce Ezek, iv. 5. + Matt, xxili, 25, 9 Rom, 2, 5—6. 


T3) 
ſtance of wilful corruption and fin, or the Lord will make 
the peſtilence to cleave unto you, until he have conſumed you* 
For evil, as Solomon ſays, purſueth ſinners, but to the righteous 
good ſball be repaid. R 

Laſtly. There is one particular ſtill to be ſpoken of, and 
that is, Cehaxis detection. In this we may clearly ſee the 
omnipreſence and omniſcience of God ; that his eyes run 
to and fro through the whole earth, beholding the evil and the 
good; that he knows our thoughts, and that if he does not 
puniſh ſin in this life, he will in the next. Went not 
mine heart with thee, ſays the Prophet to Gehazi, when the 
man turned again from his chariot to meet thee? Didſt thou 
imagine that a Seer, one illumined and accompanied by 
the all-ſeeing ſpirit of God, could have been long igno- 
rant of thy pernicious art and villainy to-day * Ah ſin- 
ners! in vain do you think to hide -your fins, your 
moſt ſecret fins, from the Lord, The eye of man indeed 
may not be able to fee what you are carrying on in the 
dark; but where is the darknefs that can hide you from 
him, whoſe eyes are as a flame of fire, and whole eye per- 
vades through all nature and creatures at a glance? For 
the Lord is a God of knowledge, Neither is there any . 
creature that is not manifeſt in his ſight: but all things 
are naked and open unto the eyes of him with whom we 


| have to do. F Since, therefore, the doctrine of God's 


omniſcience is, in itſelf, a fundamental truth; and ſince 
we ſee it thus ſo awfully illuſtrated in the detection 
and puniſhment of Gehazi, ought it not, think you, to 
introduce into our minds. an awful ſenſe of him, of his 
majeſty and power? and z ſolicitude and care, whether we 
eat or drink, or bassin do, to do it to his glory, and 
with a proper reference to the time of his coming tojudge 
the world ? Should it not teach us to make every day 


to remind us of our laſt day, and every hour of aur laſt 


hour; to employ ourſelves conſtantly in a ſcrupulous and 
conſcientious diſcharge of every duty and office ? particu» 
larly as there 1s not a word in our mouth, nor a thaught - our 
| | | cart 

* Deut. xxviii. 21. + Prov. xill. 21. 6 Hebs iv. 13. 
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Bert; Bat thou, O Lord, knowet it altogether, As thou wil 
ing every work into judgment, with every ſecret thing, whes. 
#her it be good, or whether it be evil.“ | 

To conclude. Think, then, my hearers and neighbours, 
O! think, what'a dreadful view of your diſeaſe by ſing 

that of Naaman's leproſy place before you, a diſeaſe 
by which you are tortured and become a prey, in this life, 
to natural and mor:1 evil; and by which, if you are not 
ſaved from it before you die, you will be ſwallowed up of 
dezth and tortured in another world for ever and ever, 
Ah! that we could but hear you bemoan your unhappy 
deſtiny, as Naaman did, how foon could we refer you, 
as the little Hebrew imaid did him, to the Prophet. Not 
indeed to the Prophet that was in Samaria, no my guilty 
brethren, no; but unto that Prophet of whom the Prophets 
did write, and to whom gave all the Prophets witneſs, that 
through his name, whoſoever helieveth in him ſhall receive re- 
miſſion of fins. F Would to God you were with this Prophet, he 
would ſoon recover you of your leproſy ! You would not, in 
= that caſe, need to go to ny Fn} much leſs, te waſh 
W you ſeven times therein. One ſingle dip in the Jordan of his 
= blood, would not only make your fleſh to come again, like 


unto the fleſh of a little child; but cleanſe your very heart, 


and give you an heart of fl eſb.— O thou Phyſician of ſouls! 
thou who haſt witneſſed the thouſands, and tens of thou- 
ſands of mankind, who through all ages have fallen 
around thee by this contagion, and who alone, of all that 
have ever appeared on earth, ſtood untouched by its dread* 
venom, look well unto and ſave us, before the things 
that make for our peace be for ever hid from our eyes: 
Stand, gracious Saviour, angie thy repreſentative of 
old, between the dead and the Hving, and let the plague - 
de ſtayed! 

4 Eccles. xii. 14. 1 Adds x. 43. Y Num. xvi. 47-48. 
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